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in the domain of alkaloid chemistry published from the laboratory of the authors must
have recognized the erudition which had necessarily to be acquired before research in this
intricate and well-explored field could be undertaken. That the fruit of so much labori-
ous reading has now been laid before the publie, in palatable and relatively assimilable
form, is truly a matter for congratulation.

The subject matter is divided into two parts, dealing with the alkaloids derived,
respectively, from benzylisoquinoline and from phenanthrene; each part is subdivided
into about eighteen sections devoted to individual alkaloids and their immediate de-
rivatives. Every section is constructed on the general plan: (1) history, (2) empirical
description, (3) development of constitution, (4) synthesis, (5) description of salts and
derivatives, (6) bibliography. Not a word is wasted, nor is, apparently, a pertinent fact
omitted. By means of an appendix, covering the literature of about two years, the in-
formation has been brought up to date of January 1, 1932.

Professor Wieland, in an appreciative Foreword, subscribes to the belief of the
authors that “every reaction and every compound described in the literature is men-
tioned,” and points out that this book far transcends a mere systematic collection of
facts by virtue of its historical and critical treatment of the questions of constitution.
Organic chemists should be grateful to the authors and to the government for publishing
so impressive and valuable a work.

H. T. CLARKE
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